
HOWARD COUNTY COMMISSIONER’S MINUTES 

October 10, 2023 

A Meeting of the Howard County Board of Commissioners was convened in open and public session on 

the 10th day of October, 2023, in the Boardroom, Howard County Courthouse, St. Paul, Nebraska. 

Notice of the meeting was given thereof on the 4th day of October 2023, a proof of publication filed in 

the Clerk’s office.  Copies of the agenda were posted in the courthouse, delivered to each 

Commissioner, and kept current and available to the public at the Clerk’s office. 

Chairman Hirschman called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m.  Roll Call:  Gary Rasmussen, Aye; Kathy 

Hirschman, Aye; and Jessie Urbanski, Aye.  Also present is County Clerk, Brenda Klanecky.   

Pledge of Allegiance -  

Chairman Hirschman also stated to those in attendance that a current copy of the Nebraska Open 

Meetings Act is available for review and indicated the location of such copy in the room where the 

meeting is being held. 

Public Comment- None 

County Road Discussion – Highway Superintendent, Janet Thomsen and Road Foreman, Ray Hurt were 

present for the Road’s review.  Discussed were the status of gravel on Denton Road and obtaining 

locates for 12th Avenue and Hwy 281 to Eagle Road to pull the gravel back onto the road. 

Bridge Inspection Agreements - Janet Thomsen was present to discuss two Agreements for Professional 

Services with Oak Creek LLC.  The first agreement is for 2023 Routine Bridge Inspections-82 Structures 

last inspected in 2021.  The mileage rate increased to 65.5 cents per mile the other costs are the same. 

The second agreement is for 2023 Routine Fracture Critical Bridge Inspections-completed every other 

year -3 Structures cost has decreased $100.00 from two years ago.  Both sets of bridge inspections will 

be done in October and November 2023, and are required to be done.   The inspections were budgeted. 

Rasmussen made a motion to approve the agreements with Oak Creek LLC regarding the 2023 Routine 

Bridge Inspections-82 Structures and the 2023 Routine Fracture Critical Bridge Inspections-3 Structures 

and seconded by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Rasmussen, Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye. 

Job Application/Executive Session/Possible Action-   

Janet Thomsen was present to discuss road employee applications.  Motion was made by Urbanski and 

seconded by Rasmussen to go into Executive Session to review the road employee applications at 9:16 

a.m.  Roll Call:  Rasmussen, Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.  Hirschman stated the Board was 

going into Executive Session at 9:16 a.m. to discuss applications received for the Roads Department.  

Present in Executive Session were Rasmussen, Hirschman, Urbanski and Thomsen.  Motion was made by 

Rasmussen and seconded by Urbanski to come out of Executive Session at 9:37 a.m.  Roll Call:  

Rasmussen, Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.  No action taken. 

Surplus Equipment –Janet Thomsen stated the County has two pickups, one a 1997 Ford Pickup located 

at the Elba Shop and the other a 1977 Dodge Pickup located at the St. Paul Shop that are no longer 

working and would like to make them surplus equipment to be sold.  Urbanski made a motion to 



advertise for sealed bids on the 1997 Ford and 1977 Dodge pickups, to be sold as is with no warranty, 

with the bids being opened at the November 14, 2023, meeting.  Motion seconded by Rasmussen.  Roll 

Call:  Rasmussen, Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.  Ms. Thomsen will advertise in the local 

paper. 

Mail – NIRMA Gratitude meetings luncheons and dinners across the State.   

Unfinished Business- Update on County Government Day. 

Public Hearing-CL Homestead Subdivision-Single Lot Subdivision – Motion was made by Rasmussen 

and seconded by Urbanski to open the public hearing at 9:00 a.m.  Roll Call:  Rasmussen, Aye; 

Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.  Planning and Zoning Administrator, Cherri Klinginsmith was present 

to discuss the Single Lot Subdivision Application for C.L. Homestead.  Motion was made by Urbanski and 

seconded by Rasmussen to close the public hearing at 9:07 a.m.  Roll Call:  Rasmussen, Aye; Hirschman, 

Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.  Motion was made by Rasmussen and seconded by Urbanski to approve the 

Single Lot Subdivision for CL Homestead Subdivision as presented.  Roll Call:  Rasmussen, Aye; 

Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye. 

NE Dept. of Transportation-Howard County Project – County Surveyor, Tim Aitken was present to 

discuss a letter dated October 3, 2023, that was received from Rodney Zulkoski, District 4 Survey 

Coordinator with the Nebraska Department of Transportation regarding the perpetuation of corners of 

land surveys of 6.3 miles on highway 281, north and south of the St. Libory area.  The County currently 

has a master agreement with the State signed November 22, 2022.  Urbanski made a motion to approve 

the County Surveyor, Tim Aitken to perpetuate the land survey corners as requested for the St. Libory 

project on highway 281, and seconded by Rasmussen.  Roll Call:  Rasmussen, Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and 

Urbanski, Aye. 

City of St. Paul/Police Dept. Repeater on Antenna – St. Paul Police Chief, Dan Howard and County Chief 

Deputy, Mike Hoff were present to discuss an Interlocal Agreement between the City of St. Paul and 

Howard County to install a repeater on the 4th floor of the courthouse and placing an antenna on the 

roof of the courthouse to accommodate the law enforcement radio frequency.  The City will pay for the  

cost of the equipment and the installation of the repeater and antenna.  There was one change to the 

Agreement as presented.  #3 The parties further agree the County will maintain the radio frequency and 

the City will maintain the repeater.  Urbanski made a motion to approve the Interlocal Agreement with 

changes to item number 3.  “The parties further agree the County will maintain the radio frequency and 

the City will maintain the repeater.”  Seconded by Rasmussen.  Roll Call:  Rasmussen, Aye; Hirschman, 

Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.  Mr. Howard will make the corrections and present the agreement at the next 

City Council meeting for approval and return a copy back to the County.  

Setting Tax Levies-Resolution 2023-30- After reviewing the levies certified by the County Clerk, 

Rasmussen made a motion to approve Resolution 2023-30, setting the tax levies for 2023-2024 as 

presented and seconded by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Rasmussen, Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye. 

Public Hearing-Class Y Liquor License-DA Squared Vineyard LLC -Rasmussen made a motion to open the 

public hearing at 10:00 a.m. and seconded by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Rasmussen, Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and 

Urbanski, Aye.  Wendy Johnson was present to discuss the operation with the Board.  Rasmussen made 

a motion to close the public hearing at 10:03 a.m. and seconded by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Rasmussen, 



Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye.  Rasmussen made a motion to approve the Class Y Liquor 

License application for DA Squared Vineyard LLC and seconded by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Rasmussen, Aye; 

Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye. 

Front Steps Update – The Board discussed the current status of the steps.  There will still be two steps 

that are to be replaced.  Doug Elting with Berggren’s Architects would like to set a date to do a site visit 

of the front steps to create a Substantial Completion of the project and prepare a Punch List of 

incomplete work.  Mr. Elting would like at least one commissioner at the site.  The Board were in 

agreement that Monday, October 16, 2023, at 1:00 pm would work.  The Clerk will let Mr. Elting and the 

contractor, Mid-Continental Restoration Company know the time and date of the visit.  

Elevator Update –A new phone line was installed in the elevator on Monday, October 2, 2023.  The 

State Inspection will be held on today’s date.   

Boiler Update – Rasmussen Mechanical has been working on the installation of the boiler system.  The 

project is nearing completion. 

Approve signing of Howard County Medical Center license renewal – The Howard County Medical 

Center has requested that a letter be signed by the Board Chair to give permission to Carol Schroeder, 

Board of Trustee’s Chairperson to sign the hospital license renewal application for the period of January 

1, 2024 through December 31, 2024.  Rasmussen made a motion to approve Kathy Hirschman to sign 

the letter of approval and seconded by Urbanski.  Roll Call:  Rasmussen, Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and 

Urbanski, Aye. 

County Road Building Update/Architect Selection - The Committee has contacted and/or met with two 

architect firms.  Stacy Spotanski Creative Building and Design and JEO.  One proposal has been received 

and the committee is currently waiting for the second proposal.  This item will be placed on the next 

agenda to choose an architect.   

Part-Time Treasurer Position – County Treasurer, Sara Roy was present to discuss the need for a part-

time employee in the Treasurer’s office.  The Board questioned what was budgeted for in the 

Treasurer’s budget.  The Board asked that Ms. Roy re-evaluate the situation with the Board in a couple 

of months.  

Consent Agenda- The Board reviewed the minutes, various reports and claims as presented.  Motion 

was made by Urbanski and seconded by Rasmussen to approve the Commissioner Meeting Minutes for 

9/26/2023 and Budget Hearing Minutes 9/26/2023, Claims:  General-$82,162.97, Roads-$93,320.89, 

ROD Preservation & Modernization- $4,625.00 and 911 Emergency Management Fund-$737.46 for a 

total of $180,846.32, the Clerk’s, District Court and Treasurer’s Report.  Roll Call:  Rasmussen, Aye; 

Hirschman, Aye; and Urbanski, Aye. 

There being no further business to come before the Board, motion was made by Urbanski and seconded 

by Rasmussen to adjourn the meeting at 11:10 a.m.   Roll Call:  Rasmussen, Aye; Hirschman, Aye; and 

Urbanski, Aye.  Meeting adjourned.  The next regular meeting of the Howard County Board of 

Commissioners will be October 24, 2023.         

 

 



Dated this 26th day of September, 2023.        

 

 

 

 

Kathy Hirschman      

Howard County Commissioners         

 

 

 

 

ATTEST:  Brenda Klanecky 

  Howard County Clerk      


